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WISCONSIN ENDANGERED RESOURCES REPORT #____132_________
STATUS OF THE TIMBER WOLF IN WISCONSIN

PERFORMANCE REPORT 1 JULY 2004 THROUGH 30 JUNE 2005
By Adrian P. Wydeven and Jane E. Wiedenhoeft

SUMMARY

This report covers activities conducted from 1 July 2004 through 30 June 2005, on wolf conservation in Wisconsin.  The
Wisconsin DNR reclassified wolves from endangered to threatened in 1999, and delisted wolves to protected wild animals on
August 1, 2004.  The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service downlisted wolves to threatened on 1 April 2003, and although work was
started to completely delist wolves in 2004, a federal district court ruling in Oregon on 31 January 2005 caused Wisconsin
wolves to be re-listed as endangered.  The 1999 Wisconsin Wolf Management Plan determined wolf management in the state,
and this report follows the outline of the wolf plan to describe wolf management activities.

Thirty-one wolves were live-captured, and 22 were fitted with radio collars in 2004 in 18 different packs.  Sixty-four radio
tagged wolves were monitored during the study period.  Mean territory size was 37 square miles for 27 adult wolves. The
minimum count for the wolf population in winter 2004-2005 was 425 to 455 wolves in 108 packs, and included 414 - 442
wolves outside of Indian reservations.  Eleven wolves being actively monitored died during the period from the following
mortality factors: 3 from disease, 1 other wolves, 4 shot, 1 trapped/snared, 1 vehicle collision, 1 euthanized at depredation site.
A total of 48 wolves were found dead in Wisconsin and included death from the following: 5 disease, 1 other wolves, 7 shot &
snared, 9 vehicle collisions, 22 euthanized at depredation sites, and 3 unknown. Mange caused most mortality from disease and
was detected on 8 of 28 wolves handled in 2004.  Reports of wolf observations were received from 44 Wisconsin Counties.
Forty-three cases of wolf depredation on domestic animals occurred during the study period, and included death of 31 cattle, 7
sheep, 2 horses, 15 dogs, plus 1 calf and 2 dogs were injured.  Twenty-four wolves were live-trapped from 12 farms, and 20
were euthanized, plus nonlethal methods were used on many farms.  Various other strategies for implementing the 1999
Wisconsin Wolf Management Plan were also conducted during the period.

BUREAU OF ENDANGERED RESOURCES
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 7921
Madison, Wisconsin  53707

September 23, 2005

Table 1. Wolves captured and radio-collared in Wisconsin in 2004.
Wolf Weight County
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Number Sex/Agea  (lbs) Pack/Area Captured Date
Northern Forest
Not Tagged*b M/P NW Poplar River Douglas 12 Jun 04
W000b*c F/P   31 Averill Creek? Lincoln 26 Jun 04
W000c* M/P   31 Averill Creek? Lincoln 01 Jul 04
W268d M/A 100 Truck Trail Douglas 02 Sep 04
W3124*be F/P  NW Bibon Swamp Bayfield 18 Jul 04
W3187*b M/P  NW Bibon Swamp Bayfield 18 Jul 04
W468 F/A   62 Moquah Bayfield 12 Jun 04
W471 M/A   62 Moose Road Douglas 03 Sep 04
W475 F/A   60 Shanagolden Ashland 24 Jun 04
W477 F/A   75 Hungry Run Ashland 24 Jun 04
W478 F/A   70 Moose Road Douglas 03 Sep 04
W493 M/A   80 Alvin Creek Forest 24 Jun 04
W495 M/P   33 Averill Creek South Lincoln 27 Jun 04
W496 M/A   72 South Empire Douglas 09 Sep 04
W497f M/A   59 Chippewa River Iron 28 Feb 04
W499 M/A   85 Nineweb Lake Vilas 15 Jun 04
W501B M/A   86 Twin Lakes Bayfield 13 Oct 04
W504 F/A   58 Alvin Creek Forest 24 Jun 04
W505 F/A   56 Bootjack Lake Oneida 30 May 04
W507* M/A   90 Little Rice River? Oneida 14 Jun 04
W508 F/Y   60 Pine Lake Iron 12 Jul 04
W509g F/P   45 Spring Creek Price 26 Oct 04
W512 F/A   84 South Empire Douglas 07 Sep 04
W514 F/A   72 Somo River Lincoln 04 Aug 04
W521g M/Y   60 Bearsdale Bayfield 31 Oct 04
W5PC* F/Y   60 Price Creek Price 20 Jul 04
Central Forest
W417* F/P   33 Bear Bluff Jackson 21 Aug 04
W418* F/P   42 Bear Bluff Jackson 24 Aug 04
W480 M/A   80 Wildcat Mound/ disperser Jackson 28 Aug 04
W484 M/P   44 Bear Bluff Jackson 24 Aug 04
W502 M/P   48 Bear Bluff Jackson 25 Aug 04
a Age at time of capture assuming birth date 1 April (P = Pup, Y = Yearling, A = Adult)
b Captured by USDA-Wildlife Services during depredation trapping. 
c Possible hybrid
d Recaptured; initial capture 28 August 1996 in Douglas County
e Recaptured & released 21 July 2004.
f Captured with cable restraining device
g Captured by fur trapper
* Not Collared
NW = Not Weighed
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Table 2. Radio telemetry data on wolves monitored from July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005 in Wisconsin.

Wolf #
& Sex Agea Packb Date

Captured
Last
Date

# of
 Locationsc

Winter
Territory
Size (mi2)

# of
Wolves in
Territoryd

Zone 1

G994M A Ranger Island/Disperser 19 Jun 03 27 Jul 04* 20 NE -

M036F Y West Firelane 04 May 00e Ongoing 211 30 4

M726M A Magee Creek 11 May 03e Ongoing 53 20 9

248M A Torch River 28 Jun 00f Ongoing 248 52 5-7

268M A Truck Trail 02 Sep 04 04 Jan 05** 383 30 3-4

336M Y Pike River 03 Jun 01 18 Nov 04* 162 NE 3-4

355M A Little Rice River 28 Jun 01 Ongoing 204 65 8

376F Y Stella Lake 12 Jun 01 22 Jun 04* 164 - -

439F A Flag River 22 May 02 Ongoing 158 31 3

444F A Hellhole Creek 25 Jun 02 Ongoing 148 47 6-7

446F A Tranus Lake 13 Jun 02 Ongoing 154 11 4

447F A Bird Sanctuary 21 Jun 02 Ongoing 157 28 4

456F Y Spirit Lake 12 Jul 02g 27 Jan 05* 130 33 2

461Fh P North Willow 20 Nov 02 Ongoing 132 23 5

462M A Black Lake/Disperser 01 Jun 03 Ongoing 97 NE 3

466F Y Bootjack Lake 02 Jul 03 11 Jan 05* 62 NE 8

471M A Moose Road 03 Sep 04 22 Dec 04** 17 NE 3

472F Y Bearsdale 07 Nov 03i 21 Aug 04** 42 - -

473M A Moose Lake 29 Jun 03 Ongoing 103 30 9

475F A Shanagolden 24 Jun 04 Ongoing 48 58 9

477F A Hungry Run 24 Jun 04 Ongoing 49 59 4

478F A Moose Road 03 Sep 04 18 Jan 05** 21 NE 3

479M P Disperser 23 Aug 03 12 Oct 04* 57 - -

481M A Musser Creek 07 Jul 03 Ongoing 101 21 2

483M A Venison Creek 16 Jun 05 Ongoing 3 - -

485F Y Averill Creek North 07 Sep 03 Ongoing 90 47 8

493M A Alvin Creek 24 Jun 04 5 Oct 04** 13 - -

495M P Averill Creek South 27 Jun 04 Ongoing 50 65 5

496M A Lyman Lake 09 Sep 04 Ongoing 39 22 2

498F A Shoberg Lake 09 Jun 05 Ongoing 3 - -

499M A Nineweb Lake 15 Jun 04 Ongoing 52 28 3-5

501B M A Twin Lakes 13 Oct 04 Ongoing 34 77 5
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504F A Alvin Creek 24 Jun 04 03 Jan 05** 25 NE -

Table 2. Continued.    

Wolf #
& Sex Agea Packb Date

Captured
Last
Date

# of
 Locationsc

Winter
Territory
Size (mi2)

# of
Wolves in
Territoryd

505F A Bootjack Lake 30 May 04 Ongoing 55 104 8

508F Y Pine Lake 12 Jul 04 Ongoing 48 58 3

509F P Spring Creek/Disperser 26 Oct 04i 14 Mar 05j 22 39 6

512F A Lyman Lake 07 Sep 04 Ongoing 40 18 -

514F A Somo River 04 Aug 04 Ongoing 45 25 5

518M A Smoky Hill 31 May 05 Ongoing 4 - -

519M A Bibon Swamp 03 Jun 05 Ongoing 3 - -

521M Y Bearsdale 31 Oct 04i Ongoing 33 42 6

522M A Rainbow Lake 27 May 05 Ongoing 4 - -

523M A Bearsdale 24 May 05 Ongoing 4 - -

525F A Moose Road 21 Jun 05 Ongoing 2 - -

554M A Dunbar 18 May 05 Ongoing 3 - -

556M A Moreland Lake 26 May 05 Ongoing 4 - -

558F A Truck Trail 25 Jun 05 Ongoing 1 - -

560M A Disperser 26 Jun 05 Ongoing 2 - -

562M A Torch River 11 Jun 05 Ongoing 3 - -

9000? ? Bootjack Lake 08 Apr 05k Ongoing 9 - -

Zone 2

311F Y Bear Bluff 01 Aug 03l Ongoing 436 29 7

338M P Rattail 28 Jul 01 Ongoing 169 38 3

426F Y Caves Creek 2 Jul 02m 01 Sep 04** 89 - -

480M A Wildcat Mound/Disperser 28 Aug 04 25 Feb 05** 20 NE 3-5

484M P Bear Bluff 24 Aug 04 Ongoing 35 26 -

502M P Bear Bluff 25 Aug 04 22 Dec 04j 17 NE -

Zone 3

393F P Long Lake 31 Jul 01n Ongoing 196 21 2

449M P Oconto River 18 Jul 02o 10 Jul 04** 105 - -

452F P Oconto River 22 Jul 02 o 02 Mar 05** 137 20 -

454F A Embarrass River 19 Jul 02 o Ongoing 132 35 1

460F A Clam River 17 Oct 02p Ongoing 138 27 3

465F A Ft. McCoy 13 Dec 02 03 Nov 04** 17 - -

474M A Disperser/Oconto River 19 May 03 Ongoing 83 33 1
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MN 

388M A Crex Meadow MN 25 Jul 01 08 Nov 04* 175 NE -

Table 2. Continued     

aAge at time of capture (P = Pup, Y = Yearling, A = Adult)
bPack during winter of the study period
cTotal locations from the time of capture
dNumber of wolves in pack during midwinter
eCaptured in Gogebic County, Michigan
fRecapture. Captured as a pup 28 Aug 1996 & as a yearling 11 Jun 1997 in Douglas County
gCaptured by Wildlife Services on farm, translocated to Vilas County 30 Jul 2002
hPossible hybrid
iCaptured by coyote trapper
jCollar chewed off
kCaptured in self-collaring cable restraint trial
lRecaptured wolf; first captured as a yearling in Jackson County on 24 Sep 2000
mRecaptured wolf; first captured as a pup in Jackson County on 28 Jul 2001
nCaptured by Wildlife Services, translocated to Oneida County 28 Aug 2001
oCaptured by Wildlife Services on farm, translocated to Menominee County 29 Aug 2002
pCaptured by Wildlife Services on farm, translocated to Vilas County 1 Nov 2002

* Lost signal
** Died
NE = No Estimate
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Table 3. Pack and lone wolf summaries in Wisconsin winter 2004-2005. (Map #'s refer to Figure 2.)

Map # Pack or Area Block Counties
Winter
Count

Pup
Estim. Evid.1

Collared
Wolf Breed.2

Northern Wisconsin
1 Foxboro 2,1 Douglas 1 0 T O N
2 Truck Trail 2 Douglas/Pine 3-4 1-2 R&T 268M A Y
3 North Empire 3 Douglas 5 2+ T O Y
4 South Empire 3 Douglas 3-4 1+ T O Y
5 Lyman Lake 4,3 Douglas 2 0 R& T 496M A

512F A
?
?

6 Moose Lake 4,9 Douglas 9 4-6 R& T 473M A Y
7 Shoberg Lake 6,8,26 Douglas/Bayf 4 2 T O Y
8 Casey Creek 7,31 Douglas/Bayf 2-4 1? O O ?
9 Poplar River 7 Douglas 2 0 O O ?
10 Chain Lake 8,23 Douglas 3 1? T O N
11 Crotte Creek 9 Douglas 4 0-2 T&O O Y
12 Bird Sanctuary 9,3 Douglas 4 0-2 R&T 447F A Y
13 Riverside 10 Burnett,Dougl 4-5 2 T O Y
14 Moose Road 11,2 Douglas 3 1-2 T&R 471M A

478F A
Y

15 Chase Brook 11 Burnett/Dougl 2 0 T O N
16 Stuntz Brook 12 Washburn 6 4 T O Y
17 Crex Meadow 13 Burnett 2-3 1 T&O O ?
18 Sterling Barrens 14 Burnett/Polk 5-6 2-3 T O ?
19 Wolf Creek 14 Polk 3 0 T&O O ?
20 Clam River 17 Polk/Burnett 3 1? R 460F A ?
21 Sand Creek 17 Burn/Polk/Barr 3 1? T O ?
22 Wolf Lake 19 Washb/Sawy 2 0 T O N
23 Blue Hills South 20,126 Rusk/Barron 2 0 T O Y
24 Blue Hills North 20 Rusk/Sawyer 3 ? O&T O ?
25 Tranus Lake 22 Washburn 4 0-2 R&T 446F A ?
26 Frog Creek 23 Washb/Doug 4 0-2 T O Y
27 Ghost Lake 24 Sawyer/Bayf 5 2-3 T O Y
28 Seeley Hills 24,29 Bayf./Sawyer 2 0 T O Y
29 Smoky Hill 25 Sawyer/Bayf 4 2 T O Y
30 Bearsdale 25,29,27 Bayfield 6 2-3 R&T 521M Y
31 Moreland Lake 26 Bayfield/Dougl 3-6 1-3 O O ?
32 Rainbow Lake 27,28 Bayfield 2 0 T O Y
33 Ino Swamp 27 Bayfield 1 0 T O ?
34 Bibbon Swamp 28 Bayfield 4 1-2 T O Y
35 Porcupine Lake 29,35 Bayfield 3 0? T O Y
36 Twin Lakes 30,33 Bayfield 5 2-3 R 501M A ?
37 Orienta Falls 31 Bayfield/Dougl 4 0-2 T O Y
38 Flag River 31,30 Bayfield 3 0-1? R 439F A ?
39 Siskiwit Lake 32,33 Bayfield 3 0-1/ T O N
40 Echo Valley 33 Bayfield 4 1-2 T O Y
41 Beaver Dam Lake 34,35 Ashland/Bayf 4 0-2 T O N
42 Hellhole Creek 35 Bayfield/Ashl 6-7 3-4 T&R 444F A Y
43 Brush Creek 36 Ashland 4 0-2 T O Y
44 Black Lake 37 Sawyer/Ashl 3 0? R&T 462M A Y
45 Round Lake 37,42,24 Sawyer 3 0-1 T Y
46 Torch River 37,38,36 Ashland/Sawy 5-7 3-4 T&R 248M A Y
47 Shanagolden 38,36 Ashland 9 3-6 R&T 475F A Y
48 Hungry Run 40,37,38 Ashland/Sawy 4 1-2 R&T 877F A Y
49 West Firelane 39,60 Ashland 4 1? T/R 036F A Y
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Table 3. Continued

Map # Pack or Area Block Counties
Winter
Count

Pup
Estim. Evid.1

Collared
Wolf Breed.2

50 Morrison Creek 39,60 Iron/Ashl/MI 3-5 1-3 O O ?
51 Log Creek 40 Saw/Ashl/Price 3 0? T O Y
52 Price Creek 41,44 Price/Sawyer 4-5 1-2 T O Y
53 Thornapple River 41,43 Sawyer 2 0 T O Y
54 Davis Lake 41,52 Price 5 2-3 T O Y
55 Eddy Creek 42 Sawyer 4 1-2 O O ?
56 Tupper Creek 43 Sawyer 5 3 T O Y
57 Haystack Corner 43 Sawyer/Rusk 4-5 1-3 T O Y
58 Spring Creek 44,51,46 Price 6 2-4 T&R 509F P Y
59 Skinner Creek 44,41 Price 5-6 2-3 T O Y
60 Pershing W.A. 45,47 Taylor 1-2 0 T O Y
61 Green Creek 46,44 Price/Rusk 3 1? T O Y
62 Kidrick Swamp 47,46 Taylor 3-4 0-2 T O Y
63 Mondeaux Flowage 47,46 Taylor 6 3-4 T O Y
64 Spirit Lake 49,48 Taylor/Price 2 0 R 456F A ?
65 Musser Creek 51 Price 2 0 R 481M A Y
66 Little Rice River 51,67 Oneida/Price 8 3-5 R&T 355M A Y
67 Bootjack Lake 53,52 Price/Oneida 8 3-5 R&T 466F A

505F A
9000

Y

68 Miles Lake 54 Price/Iron/Vila 4 2 T O Y
69 Wintergreen 54,52 Price 4 1-2? T O Y
70 Hoffman Lake 55 Iron/Ashl/Price 4 0-2 T O Y
71 Murray's Landing 55,54,64 Iron 3 0-1 O O ?
72 Eastside Firelane 56 Ashland 2 0 T O Y
73 Chippewa River 56,57,58 Iron/Ashland 4 2 T&O O
74 Augustine Lake 57 Ashland/Iron 8-10 5-8 T O Y
75 Magee Creek 57,56 Ashland 9 5-6 R 726M A Y
76 O'Brien Lake 57,59 Iron 2-3 0? T O Y
77 Pine Lake 58,59,61 Iron 3 1 T/R 508F Y N
78 Whitney Lake 63 Vilas 2-3 O? O O ?
79 North Willow 65 Oneida 5 2-3 R/T 461F Y Y
80 Swamp Creek 67,65 Oneida 2 0 T O ?
81 Somo River 68 Lincoln 5 1-3 R 514F A ?
82 Ranger Island 69 Lincoln 3 1? O O ?
83 Averill Creek North 70,49 Linc/Price/Tayl 8 2-6 R 485F A Y
84 Averill Creek S 70,48 Lincoln/Taylor 5 2-3 R 495M P ?
85 Clearwater Creek 72,74 Langlade 3 0-1? O O ?
* Ackley Loner 73 Langlade 1 0 O O N
86 Harrison Hills 75,76 Lincoln/Oneida 3 1? T O Y
87 Pelican Lake 76 Oneida 2 0 T O Y
* Stone Lake Loner 79 Oneida 1 0 O O N
88 Escanaba Lake Loner 80 Vilas 1 0 T O ?
89 Nineweb Lake 81,80 Vilas 3-5 1-2? R&T 499M A ?
* Phelps Loner 82 Vilas 1 0 T O N
90 Giant Pine 85,84 Forest/Oneida 2 0 T O Y
91 Atkins Lake 86,77 Forest/Oneida 2 0 T O N
92 Ada Lake 92 Langl/Forest 2 0 O O ?
93 McArthur Pine 95 Forest 2 0 T O Y
* WI Creek Loner 99 Florence 1 0 T O N
94 Camp 6 101 Forest/Marin. 2 0 T O N
95 Eagle Creek 106,102 Marin/Oconto 2-3 0? T O N
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Table 3. Continued

Map # Pack or Area Block Counties
Winter
Count

Pup
Estim. Evid.1

Collared
Wolf Breed.2

96 Pike River 107,106 Marinette 3-4 1-2 T & R 336M A Y
97 Dunbar 108,107 Marin./Floren. 9 4-6 T O Y
* Firelane Loner 112 Marinette 1 0 T O N
98 Lake Noquebay 113 Marinette 3 1? T O Y
99 Long Lake 126,45 Rusk 2 0 R/T 393F A Y
100 Embarrass River 130 Shawan/Marath 1 0 R 454FA N
101 Oconto River 131,90 Oconto/Menom 1 0 R&T 474M A

452F A
N

* 479M Loner Several Taylor, Rusk 1 0 R 479M Y N
* 509F Loner Several Sawyer, Price 1 0 R 509F P N

Northern WI
Totals

13 Loners
95 Packs

377-405 Total wolves
  3.8-4.1 wolves/pack

104 –174
Pups

Central Wisconsin
102 Dewey Marsh Portage 4 1-2? O O ?
103 Eau Claire River 117 Clark/E.Claire 4 1-2? T O Y
104 Iron Run 118,117 Clark/E.Claire 4 1-2? T O Y
105 Wedges Creek 118 Clark 2 0 T O Y
106 2-Korner 119 Clark/Jackson 2+ 0 T&O O Y
107 Noch Hanai 119 Jackson 3 1? T O Y
108 Wildcat Mound 120 Jackson 3-5 1-2 T&R 480M A Y
109 Bear Bluff 121 Jack/Jun/Wood 7 3-5 R&T 311F A

484M P
502M P

Y

110 South Bluff 121 Wood 2 0 T O Y?
111 Dead Creek 121,122 Monr/Jack/Jun 7 3-5 T O Y
112 Fort McCoy 123 Monroe 4 2? T & R 465F Y
113 Rattail 125 Juneau/Wood 3 1? T & R 338M A Y
114 Colburn W.A. 127 Adams 1 0 O O N
115 Mead W.A. 133 Wood/Marath 2 0 T O N

Central WI
Totals

  1 Loner
13 Packs

48 -50 Total wolves
3.6 –3.8 wolves/pack

14-18 Pups

Statewide
Totals

  14 Loners
108 Packs

425-455 Total wolves
3.8-4.1 wolves/pack

11-13 wolves on
reservations
 414-442 off reservations

118-192 Pups

1 R = Radiotelemetry    T = Track Surveys    O = Observation Reports
2 Y = Yes     N = No     Y? = Possible     ? = Unknown       
* Loners not mapped.
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Table 4. Wolves dying in Wisconsin from 1 July 2004 to 30 June 2005.
Wolf #
& Sex Agea

Date
Captured

Date Found
Dead

County
Died

Preliminary Cause of
Deathb

----F Y ----- 08 Jul 04 Bayfield Euthanized/Depredation
W449M 2 18 Jul 02 10 Jul 04 Oconto Euthanized/Depredation
----F Y? ----- 19 Jul 04 Burnett Euthanized/Depredation
----F A ----- 23 Jul 04 Bayfield Euthanized/Depredation
----F A ----- 05 Aug 04 Douglas Euthanized/Depredation
M5203M A ----- 06 Aug 04 Barron Euthanized/Depredation
----M P ----- 06 Aug 04 Douglas Euthanized/Depredation
----M A ----- 06 Aug 04 Douglas Vehicle Collision
----F A ----- 07 Aug 04 Douglas Euthanized/Depredation
----M A ----- 09 Aug 04 Bayfield Euthanized/Depredation
----M A ----- 15 Aug 04 Barron Euthanized/Depredation
W472F 2 07 Nov 03 21 Aug 04 Bayfield Other Wolves
----F P ----- 22 Aug 04 Taylor Euthanized/Depredation
----F Y ----- 25 Aug 04 Bayfield Euthanized/Depredation
W426F 3 02 Jul 02 01 Sep 04 Marquette Vehicle Collision
----F P ----- 01 Sep 04 Marinette Euthanized/Accidentc

----M Y ----- 09 Oct 04 Rusk Vehicle Collision
----F Y ----- 13 Oct 04 Ashland Vehicle Collision
----M P? ----- 14 Oct 04 Rusk Euthanized/Depredation
----F P? ----- 14 Oct.04 Rusk Euthanized/Depredation
----F A ----- 16 Oct. 04 Rusk Euthanized/Depredation
----M A ----- 21 Oct 04 Rusk Euthanized/Depredation
W465F A 13 Dec 02 03 Nov 04 Monroe Shot
----F P? ----- 11 Nov 04 Marinette Vehicle Collision
----M A ----- 26 Nov 04 Taylor Shot
W471M A? 03 Sep 04 12 Dec 04 Douglas Mange
W504F A 24 Jun 04 04 Jan 05 Forest Shot
----F Y? ----- 04 Jan 05 Taylor Vehicle Collision
----M P ----- 17 Jan 05 Douglas Mange
W478F A 03 Sep 04 18 Jan 05 Douglas Mange
M2728F A ----- 21 Jan 05 Vilas Mange?
----M? A ----- 29 Jan 05 Bayfield Mange?/Shot?
W480M A 28 Aug 04 25 Feb 05 Jackson Shot/Vehicle collision?
W452F 2 22 Jul 02 02 Mar 05 Menominee Snared
----F Y? ----- 25 Mar 05 Marathon Shot/Vehicle collision?
----M A ----- 05 Apr 05 Douglas Unknown
----? Y? ----- 12 Apr 05 Iron Vehicle Collision
----M A ----- 13 Apr 05 Jackson Shot
----M Y? ----- 20 Apr 05 Monroe Unknown
----M A ----- 11 May 05 Burnett Euthanized/Depredation
----? ? ----- 13 May 05 Forest Unknown
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Table 4. Continued
Wolf #
& Sex Agea

Date
Captured

Date
Died

County
Died

Preliminary Cause of
Deathb

----F A ----- 15 May 05 Bayfield Euthanized/Depredation
----F Y ----- 17 May 05 Bayfield Euthanized/Depredation
----F A ----- 24 May 05 Marquette Euthanized/Depredation
----F Y ----- 30 May 05 Bayfield Euthanized/Depredation
----F A ----- 06 Jun 05 Price Trap related (depredation)
----M A? ----- 14 Jun 05 Iron Vehicle Collision
----? P ----- 30 Jun 05 Iron Vehicle Collision?
48 wolf mortalities in Wisconsin, 9 actively being monitored by WDNR
Wisconsin collared wolves found dead in other states
W493M A 24 Jun 04 05 Oct 04 Iron, MI Shot
W279F 7 13 May 98 25 Oct 04 Pine, MN Euthanized/Depredation
W268M 8 02 Sep 04 04 Jan 05 Pine, MN Mange
3 mortalities of Wisconsin collared wolves in other states,2 actively being monitored by WDNR
a Age at time of death
b Complete necropsy results are pending
c Very poor condition - pail stuck on head
(H) Possible Hybrid
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Table 5. Mortality summary of radio-collared wolves in Wisconsin and adjacent areas of
Minnesota from October 1979 – June 2005.

Cause of Death Number % Known Mortality
Human Causes Capture Related 6   4%

Shot Wound* 41 29%
Trapped   4   3%
Vehicle Collision 19 14%
Euthanized (depredation) 2 1%
Unknown Human Causes   5   4%
Total Human Causes 77 55%

Natural Causes Accident 1 1%
Birthing Complications   1   1%
Disease 37 27%
Killed by Other Wolves 18 13%
Malnutrition/Starvation 2 1%
Unknown Natural Causes   3   2%
Total Natural Causes 62 45%

Totals Known Mortality 139 100%
Unknown Mortality 13

Total Mortality 152
* 39 wolves shot by firearm; 2 wolves by bow and arrow
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Table 6. Probable and possible wolf observations reported by natural resource agency
personnel and private citizens in Wisconsin in July 2004 – June 2005.

County Sightings
Wolves

Seen
Track or Sign
Observations

Total
Observations

Ashland* 20 60-61 1 21
Barron* 1 1 0 1
Bayfield* 4 8 3 7
Brown 5 6 1 6
Burnett* 2 2 2 4
Clark* 1 2 0 1
Door 2 2 0 2
Douglas* 5 10-16 2 7
Eau Claire* 1 1 1 2
Florence* 5 6 0 5
Forest* 8 16 3 11
Iowa 2 3 0 2
Iron* 22 35 6 28
Jackson* 3 15+ 2 5
Juneau* 3 6-7 1 4
Kenosha 0 0 1 1
La Crosse 1 1 0 1
Langlade* 4 13 0 4
Lincoln* 2 4 0 2
Marathon 1 1 0 1
Marinette* 16 22 9 25
Marquette 2 3 0 2
Milwaukee 2 3 0 2
Monroe* 1 1 5 6
Oconto 8 12 0 8
Oneida* 13 35-37 1 14
Outagamie 3 3 0 3
Polk 4 13-14 1 5
Portage 2 2 2 4
Price* 15 27-28 10 25
Rusk* 1 1 1 2
Sauk 1 1 0 1
Sawyer* 7 16 5 12
Shawano 3 3 0 3
Taylor* 2 2 2 4
Vernon 1 1 0 1
Vilas* 16 27 3 19
Walworth 2 2 1 3
Washburn* 7 8 1 8
Washington 0 0 1 1
Waukesha 5 5 0 5
Waupaca 2 2 0 2
Winnebago 1 1 0 1
Wood* 1 1 2 3
Totals 207 383-395+ 67 274

* Counties with known breeding packs during winter of this study period. 
Zone 1 - 196 reports, Zone 2 - 17 reports, Zone 3 - 32 reports, Zone 4 - 29 reports
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Table 7. Disease testing of wolves captured in Wisconsin in 2004. (Positive results in italics)
Wolf # or
Mort. #
& Sex Age

Date
Captured

Serum
CPV ICH CDV EE Lymea Mangeb

Northern Wisconsin - Captured & euthanized by Wildlife Services during depredation trapping
WI-2004-44 F Y 07/08/04 --- --- --- --- --- ----
WI-2004-45 Mc A 07/10/04 --- --- --- Neg. No exp. ----
WI-2004-46 F Y? 07/19/04 --- --- --- ≥1:512 Exp. ----
WI-2004-48 M A 08/05/04 --- --- --- 1:256 Exp. ----
WI-2004-49 Md A 08/06/04 --- --- --- ≥1:512 Exp. ----
WI-2004-50 M P 08/06/04 1:1280 Neg. Neg. 1:256 No exp. ----
WI-2004-52 M A 08/09/04 --- --- --- ≥1:512 Exp. ----
WI-2004-53 M A 08/15/04 --- --- --- 1:512 Exp. ----
WI-2004-55 F Y 08/25/04 --- --- --- ≥1:512 Exp. ----
WI-2004-62 M ? 10/14/04 1:320 Neg. Neg. ≥1:512 Exp. ----
WI-2004-63 F ? 10/14/04 1:640 Neg. Neg. ≥1:512 Exp. ----
Northern Wisconsin - Captured by WDNR
W000b Fe,f P 06/26/04 --- --- --- 1:256 No exp. N
W000c Mf P 07/01/04 1:320 Neg. Neg. 1:512 No exp. N
W268M A 09/02/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
W468F A 06/12/04 --- --- --- 1:512 No exp. N

W471M A 09/03/04 --- --- --- --- Exp. Y/H
W475F A 06/24/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
W477F A 06/24/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
W478F A 09/03/04 --- --- --- --- Exp. Y/L
W493M A 06/24/04 --- --- --- Neg. No exp. Y/H
W495M P 06/27/04 --- --- --- 1:128 No exp. N
W496M A 09/09/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
W497M A 02/28/04 --- --- --- 1:128 Exp. Y/H
W499M A 06/15/04 --- --- --- --- Exp. N
W501B M A 10/13/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
W504F A 06/24/04 --- --- --- Neg. No exp. N
W505F A 05/30/04 --- --- --- 1:16 Exp. N
W507M f A 06/14/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
W508F Y 07/12/04 --- --- --- No exp. N
W509F P 10/26/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
W512F A 09/07/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
W514F A 08/04/04 --- --- --- 1:512 Exp. N
W521M Y 10/31/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
W5PC F f Y 07/20/04 --- --- --- --- --- N
Positive/
Total Tests

N. Wisconsin 4/4 0/4 0/4 16/19 14/23 4/23

Central Wisconsin
W417F f P 08/21/04 1:20 1:512 Neg. --- Neg. Y/H
W418F f P 08/24/04 1:20 1:1024 1:24 1:512 Neg. Y/L
W480M A 08/28/04 1:320 Neg. Neg. 1:512 Pos. N
W484M
W502M

P
P

08/24/04
08/25/04

1:10
1:40

1:512
1:1024

1:32
1:32

1:256
>1:512

Neg.
Pos.

Y/M
Y/L

Positive/
Total Tests

C. Wisconsin 4/5 4/5 3/5 4/4 2/5 4/5
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Table 7. Continued
Serum CPV = Serum canine parvovirus, positive value >1:40 (Dr. Dubovi, Cornell Diagnostic Lab, 9-10-02)
ICH = Infectious canine hepatitis, positive value >1:8
CDV = Canine distemper virus, positive value >1:8 (Dr. Dubovi, Cornell Diagnostic Lab, 9-10-02)
EE = Ehrlichia equi, positive value ≥1:16
Lyme = Lyme disease
--- = Not tested

a Exposure or no exposure
b Possible mange detected on wolves during handling; N = Not found, Y = Found, /L = Light, /M = Moderate, /H = Heavy.
c W449
d Ear tagged wolf 0350/0349, possibly from Michigan
e Possible hybrid
f Not collared
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Table 8. Wolf depredation cases on livestock and pets in Wisconsin, July 2004 through June 2005.
(Chronic depredation farms are highlighted).
Date Animal Lost Pack Involved County Payments Trapping

07/01/04 Livestock threata Bearsdale? Bayfield ----- 1 wolf

07/02 &
5/15/04 2 calves Moquah? Bayfield $1,450.00 0 wolves

07/07/04 Cattle threata Unknown/new? Langlade ----- 0 wolves
07/08/04 1 cow Oconto River Oconto $2,200.00 1 wolf

07/11/04 -
05/06/05 2 calves, 1 cow Sand Creek Burnett $4,200.00 2 wolves

07/17 &
05/19/04 4 calves killed, 1 missing Bibon Swamp Bayfield $3,250.00 4 wolvesb

07/23 &
08/17/04 2 calves Unknown Douglas No Claim 0 wolves

07/27/04 -
05/26/05 3 calves Moquah? Bayfield $1,500.00 &

No Claim 2 wolves

07/30 &
06/18/04 1 calf killed, 3 missing Blue Hills South Barron $5,500.00 2 wolves

08/04/04 1 dog (Plott) Shanagolden Ashland $2,500.00 No
08/04/04 2 dogs (Redbn, Black/Tan) Shanagolden Ashland $4,500.00 No

08/04 &
05/25/04 1 calf killed, 1 missing Poplar River Douglas $800.00 3 wolves

08/08/04 1 dog (Walker) Shanagolden Ashland $3,500.00 No
08/10/04 1 calf Blue Hills South Rusk No claim 0 wolves
08/15/04 1 calf Sand Creek Polk $650.00 No

08/16/04 -
6/10/05 2 calves, 1 cow Mondeaux Flowage Taylor $2,175.00 &

Pending 1 wolf

08/17/04 2 sheep Casey Creek? Bayfield $175.00 No
08/20/04 2 dogs (Redbn, Black/Tan) Shanagolden Ashland No claim No
08/23/04 1 dog (English Coonhnd.) Shanagolden Ashland $1,372.08 No
08/24/04 1 dog (Plott) Haystack Corner? Sawyer $3,000.00 No
08/25/04 1 calf Poplar River Douglas $750.00 0 wolves
09/19/04 1 dog (grade hound) Little Rice River Price $2,000.00 No
09/25/04 1 dog injured (Plott) Pershing W.A. Taylor $876.10 No
09/26/04 3 sheep Mondeaux Flowage Taylor $600.00 Refused
09/26/04 1 dog (Walker) Shanagolden Ashland $2,500.00 No
09/26/04 1 dog (Walker) Shanagolden Ashland No claim No
10/12/04 Cattle & dog threatc Long Lake Rusk ------ 4 wolves
12/04/04 1 calf Disperser? Lincoln $400.00 0 wolves
12/29/04 1 dog (Walker) Skinner Creek Price $2,000.00 No
02/09/05 1 horse injured (put down) Round Lake Sawyer $1,000.00 No
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Table 8. Continued
Date Animal Lost Pack Involved County Payments Trapping

03/14 &
06/02/05

2 dogs (Labradors) Skinner Creek. Price $2,000.00 0 wolvesd

03/20/05 1 dog (Labrador) Bibon Swamp Bayfield $1,500.00 No

04/10/05 1 calf Ackley W.A. loner? Lincoln $600.00 0 wolves

04/29/05 1 calf Blue Hills South? Barron $695.00 0 wolves

05/08/05 1 calf Twin Lakes Bayfield $700.00 2 wolves

05/12/05 1 sheep Bibon Swamp Bayfield $350.00 0 wolves

05/15/05 1 calf Caves Creek Marquette Pending 1 wolf

05/17/05 1 calf Green Creek Price No claim 0 wolves

05/18/05 1 dog injured (Labrador) Musser Creek Price $258.63 1 wolfe

05/23/05 1 foal Flag River Bayfield $3,000.00 0 wolves

05/23/05 1 calf killed, 1 injured Beaver Dam Lake Ashland $964.50 0 wolves

05/26/05 1 calf Poplar River? Douglas $750.00 0 wolves

06/28/05 1 sheep Unknown or loner Douglas Pending No
43 cases 54 animals killed

  4 animals injured
  5 animals missing

28 calves killed
  1 calf injured
  5 calves missing
  3 cows killed
  7 sheep killed
  1 foal killed
  1 horse injured (put down)
15 dogs killed
  2 dogs injured

22-24 packs
1-3 loners

14 counties
29 farms

$57,716.31 25 farms WS
attempted
trapping

24 live-trapped
22 euthanized
  2 pups released

Wolves captured 
on 12 farms.

aVerified depredation nearby
b2 euthanized; 2 pups released prior to 1 August
cConfirmed depredation to calf in April 
dTrapping due to other dogs still at risk
eTrapping due to bold nature of attack
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Table 9. Suspected wolf-dog hybrid incidents and problems in Wisconsin, 1 July 2004 – 30 June 2005.

No. of wolf-dogs
Date County Age/Sex Problem Outcome

07/17/04 Waushara 1 Y/F Attacked dog Left with owner

07/20/04 Shawano 1 ?/? Attacked dogs Killed & disposed

11/26?/04 Kenosha 1 A?/M Found dead Disposed

12/01/04 Sawyer 1 ?/? Approaching homes Possibly killed

12/25/05 Winnebago 1 ?/? Blue collared
Canid

Aggressive to people
& dog

Unknown

01/26/05 Brown 1 ?/?  Wolf-like Canid Near homes & dogs Unknown

04/??/05 Iowa 2 Husky/ wolf like Running Lose Unknown

~04/20/05 Marathon 1 ?/? Running Lose in
Wausau

Unknown

04/30/05 Ashland 1 ?/? Hybrid found
dead with dog collar

Reported as dead
wolf

Disposed/ Skull saved



18
Table 10. Wolf pack territories 2004-2005. (mapped in Figure 2)

Pack Name Map # Yeara Collared Wolf
# of radio
locations

# of other
locationsb

Area
(Mi2)

Zone 1
Ada Lake 92 Approx.c None 0 3 NEd

Atkins Lake 91 Approx. None 0 1 NE
Augustine Lake 74 1999 W229e 0 9 NE
Averill Creek North 83 2005 W485 51 1 73
Averill Creek South 84 2005 W495 42 0 77
Bearsdale 30 2005 W472, 521 42 7 85
Beaver Dam Lake 41 Approx. None 0 1 NE
Bibon Swamp 34 Approx. W3124,3187 3 13 NE
Bird Sanctuary 12 2005 W447 51 12 44
Black Lake 44 2005 W462 28 12 35
Blue Hills North 24 Approx. None 0 3 NE
Bootjack Lake 67 2005 W466, 505, 9000 82 4 129
Brush Creek 43 2002 M310 e 0 9 NE
Camp 6 94 Approx. None 0 9 NE
Casey Creek 8 Approx. None 0 2 NE
Chain Lake 10 2004 W291 0 5 NE
Chase Brook 15 2002 W367 0 1 NE
Chippewa River 73 Approx. None 0 1 NE
Clearwater Creek 85 Approx. None 0 5 NE
Crex Meadow 17 Approx. None 0 3 NE
Crotte Creek 11 2002 W296 e 0 5 NE
Davis Lake 54 Approx. None 0 7 NE
Dunbar 97 2004 W474 e 28 20 42
Eagle Creek 95 Approx. None 0 6 NE
Eastside Firelane 72 Approx. None 0 4 NE
Echo Valley 40 Approx. None 0 5 NE
Eddy Creek 55 Approx. None 0 3 NE
Escanaba Lake 88 Approx. None 0 2 NE
Flag River 38 2005 W439 51 0 52
Foxboro 1 Approx. None 0 1 NE
Frog Creek 26 Approx. None 0 5 NE
Ghost Lake 27 Approx. None 0 9 NE
Giant Pine 90 Approx. None 0 7 NE
Green Creek 61 Approx. None 0 4 NE
Harrison Hills 86 Approx. None 0 10 NE
Haystack Corner 57 Approx. None 0 13 NE
Hellhole Creek 42 2005 W444 50 11 61
Hoffman Lake 70 2003 W459 e 21 9 69
Hungry Run 48 2005 W477 41 3 60
Ino Swamp 33 Approx. None 0 1 NE
Kidrick Swamp 62 Approx. None 0 2 NE
Little Rice River 66 2005 W355, 507 53 18 116
Log Creek 51 2002 W286 e 0 8 NE
Lyman Lake 5 2005 W496, 512 59 1 44
Magee Creek 75 2005 M726 46 0 34
McArthur Pine 93 Approx. None 0 2 NE
Miles Lake 68 Approx None 0 6 NE
Mondeaux Flowage 63 2003 W441 e 15 5 NE
Moose Lake 6 2005 W473 50 8 37
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Table 10. Continued.

Pack Name Map # Yeara Collared Wolf
# of radio
locations

# of other
locationsb

Area
(Mi2)

Moose Road 14 2005 W471,478 38 6 56
Moreland Lake 31 2004 W464 26 2 56
Morrison Creek 50 Approx. None 0 2 NE
Murray's Landing 71 2004 W469,481 e 20 3 50
Musser Creek 65 2005 W481 51 3 30
Nineweb Lake 89 2005 W499 45 3 30
North Empire 3 2000 W298 e 0 1 NE
North Willow 79 2005 W461 51 20 49
O'Brien Lake 76 Approx. None 0 4 NE
Orienta Falls 37 Approx. None 0 6 NE
Pelican Lake 87 Approx. None 0 6 NE
Pershing Wildlife Area 60 Approx. None 0 4 NE
Pike River 96 2005 W336 31 16 33
Pine Lake 77 2005 W508 40 7 84
Poplar River 9 Approx. None 0 2 NE
Porcupine Lake 35 2004 W241 e 15 4 NE
Price Creek 52 2001 W368 e 0 5 NE
Rainbow Lake 32 1996 W255 e 0 3 NE
Ranger Island 82 2004 G994, W479 50 0 21
Riverside 13 Approx. None 0 7 NE
Round Lake 45 2004 W457 e 34 8 88
Seeley Hills 28 Approx. None 0 7 NE
Shanagolden 47 2005 W475 40 11 76
Shoberg Lake 7 1999 W290 e 0 7 NE
Siskiwit Lake 39 2003 W369 e 49 4 45
Skinner Creek 59 Approx. None 0 15 NE
Smoky Hill 29 Approx. None 0 4 NE
Somo River 81 2005 W514 37 2 31
South Empire 4 2003 W297 e 0 2 NE
Spirit Lake 64 2005 W456 33 0 52
Spring Creek 58 2005 W509 17 8 52
Sterling Barrens 18 Approx. None 0 4 NE
Stuntz Brook 16 1999 W295 e 0 8 NE
Swamp Creek 80 Approx. None 0 0 NE
Thornapple River 53 1997 W239 e 0 2 NE
Torch River 46 2005 W248 49 14 69
Tranus Lake 25 2005 W446 38 3 23
Truck Trail 2 2005 W268 20 25 36
Tupper Creek 56 1998 W276 e 0 7 NE
Twin Lakes 36 2005 W468, 501B 26 2 78
West Firelane 49 2005 M036 50 15 50
Whintey Lake 78 Approx. None 0 6 NE
Wintergreen 69 Approx. None 0 10 NE
Wolf Creek 19 Approx. None 0 2 NE
Wolf Lake 22 Approx. None 0 1 NE
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Table 10. Continued.

Pack Name Map # Yeara Collared Wolf
# of radio
locations

# of other
locationsb

Area
(Mi2)

Zone 2
2-Korner 106 Approx. None 0 7 NE
Bear Bluff 109 2005 W311,417,418,484 84 11 76
Colburn Wildlife Area 114 Approx. None 0 0 NE
Dead Creek 111 2004 W411e 19 12 NE
Eau Claire River 103 Approx. None 0 6 NE
Iron Run 104 2003 W309e 45 5 44
Noch Hanai 107 Approx. None 0 16 NE
Rattail 113 2005 W338 38 3 47
South Bluff 110 Approx. None 0 16 NE
Wedges Creek 105 Approx. None 0 4 NE
Wildcat Mound 108 2005 W480e 16 23 NE

Zone 3
Blue Hills South 23 Approx. None 0 7 NE
Clam River 20 2005 W460 52 1 31
Dewey Marsh 102 Approx. None 0 3 NE
Embarrass River 100 2005 W454 35 1 49
Ft. McCoy 112 2005 W465e 4 19 NE
Lake Noquebay 98 Approx. None 0 15 NE
Long Lake 99 2005 W393 50 4 22
Mead Wildlife Area 115 Approx. None 0 1 NE
Oconto River 101 2005 W449,452,454,474 89 4 56
Sand Creek 21 Approx. None 0 7 NE
a Pack territory boundaries based on available radio locations between 15 April of the previous year to 14 April of the year
listed.
b Other locations from track surveys, mortalities, depredations, & public and agency reports in 2004-2005.
c Territory boundaries approximated based on track surveys, mortalities, depredations, & public and agency reports.
d No estimate
e Territory boundaries based on radiolocations have been significantly modified based on additional location information for
this pack and/or surrounding pack
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